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Between Realism and Abstraction

For Geri Dibiase, going digital creates new opportunities for her photo-art

INTERVIEW By Ros Kunzia

or photography
artist Geri Dibiase,
reality is relative.
“I used to be
such a purist,” she
says, her eyes passing over a
recent series of images that
practically shout with digitally-
enhanced fluorescent colors.
“Now | can’t help fussing with
my photographs.”
Her piece “Halcyon Days” is
a good example of what hap-
pened when Dibiase “went digi-
tal” last May, a move she says
she made “kicking and scream-
ing.” A younger Dibiase, the
realist, would have taken the
picture of Rehoboth’s Silver
Lake and let it be; but as it
stands, “Halcyon Days” is a
pointillist daydream, broken down into dots in
candy hues of pink and teal.
“Maybe this is my frustration coming out,” she
muses, “because 1 don’t know how to paint.”
Dibiase got her first camera, a Kodak Insta-
matic, as a Christmas present in eighth grade.
She never lost her thrill for the fundamental
magic of the photograph — the flash, the click,
the invisible alchemy that occurred within the
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little black box. Her mother was vexed by her
choice of subjects: “You never take pictures of
people,” she complained. Instead, Dibiase
photographed asparagus and dozens of sun-
sets.

Though she grew up in Manayunk, a
Philadelphia neighborhood, Dibiase spent her
summers at her aunt’s house in Fenwick
[sland, where she began to mentally assemble

Photographer Geri Dibiase
holds a glass ornament with
one of her images painted
inside. Behind her is “Morning
Stillness,” one of her most
popular photographs.
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the boats, lighthouses and seaside
vistas that would become her subject
material years later. The scenes
themselves were so striking that it
seemed unfair to tamper with them
in a darkroom. The subject had to
speak for itself.

“If 1 can’t compose with only my
camera,” she says, “I might as well
hang it up.”

Although she has now entered the
world of digital photography, Dibiase
still sometimes shoots old-fashioned
slide film. The result, she says, is a
“tiny picture,” a finished product in
and of itself, the color and cropping
unalterable.
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the right time."

“At the moment of the shutter
that’s when I compose,” Dibiase says.
“Sometimes it’s just being in the right
place at the right time.”

Dibiase is used to the blessings
and disappointments of randomness.
A fruitful day, she says, is two good
shots out of a roll of 36, and some-
times, it’s the last few. That was the
case with “Morning Stillness.” On a
fog-shrouded morning in Ocean
View, she was shooting a dead butter-
fly on a pier. Discontented, with only
two shots left, she suddenly realized
that while she was sunk in concentra-
tion, the fog had lifted, revealing a
tattered old boathouse reflected in
the creek. Spellbound, she took a
light-meter reading, and snapped her
last two shots. The picture became
her best seller. “I was very lucky that
day,” she says, “and | am very grate-
ful.”

After years of shooting the coast
as a visitor, Dibiase moved from
Manayunk to Lewes in September
2005. She had managed a gallery and
art store in the Philadelphia neigh-

Café Solé

Casual Fine Dining

OPEN YEAR ROUND

Lunch at 11 * Dinner at 5:00
Full Bar * Great Wine List
Wednesday Nights 1/2 price Menu
44 Baltimore Avenue

Rehoboth Beach
227-7107

www,rehoboth.com/cafesole
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Weekend

in Historic Lewes

Thursday, December 4th-Sunday, December 7th

Don't forget to
schedule your

holiday party!

Wednesday Night

Steakhouse Night

$35 prix fixe plus
1/2 price bottles of wine

serving dinner
tues-saf from épm
23 baltimore avenue,
rehoboth beach, de 19971
302.227.3330
www.edenrestaurant.com

REMEMBER DECEMBER gift cards available!

* | 3th Annual Beebe Medical Center
Tree Lighting
*2Ind Annual Merchant Hospitality Night
+ |9th Annual Children’s Beach House
Preview Reception, Art Show & Sale
+35th Annual Lewes Historical Society
House Tour
+T7th Annual Old Fashioned Christmas Parade
+Special Gallery Events
« Tree Lighting and Caroling in
Zwaanendael Park
For more information contact the Lewes
Chamber of Commerce at 302-645-8073
or B77-465-3937.
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